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Japanese Carbon and Alloy Flat Products Exclusion Request 

Product Category:  Cold-Rolled Products (#4) 

(a) Product Designation/HTS Band Saw Steel 
7226.99.00.00 

(b) Product Description Nominal thickness: 1.07mm<=T<=3.05mm  Width: 
130mm<W<413mm  Chemical composition: C(0.67-0.80), 
Si(0.20-0.35), Mn(0.30-0.50), Ni(1.90-2.20), Cr(0.10-0.20), 
P(<=0.03), S(<=0.015), Cu(<=0.15). 

(c) Basis for Exclusion See text below 
(d) Names and Location of U.S. 

and Foreign Producers 
See Attachment A 

(e) U.S. Consumption See Attachment B 
(f) U.S. Production See Attachment B 
(g) Substitutible Products See Attachment C 
 
Attorney Contact: Matthew R. Nicely (202-429-4705, mnicely@willkie.com) or  

Julia K. Eppard (202-429-4709, jeppard@willkie.com) 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Cold-rolled steel used in the production of band saws is a very specialized type of 
steel that is not produced in the United States, and should be excluded from any remedy issued in 
this investigation.  Although some band saw steels are already excluded from this 201 
investigation,1 other types of such steel are likewise unavailable for domestic producers. 

Band saws require steel of extremely high quality and durability.  Band saws are 
made to very strict tolerances, and by necessity require a high-carbon steel that is heat-treated, 
tempered and has a consistent molecular structure.  Band saw manufacturers must source the 
highest quality materials, because the lumber industry continues to tighten its requirements for 
band saws, demanding a thinner band saw for purposes of reducing waste product (saw dust).  
James Ruthven of Pacific Hoe Saw & Knife Co. stated, “{i}t must be very flat, perfectly straight, 
and consistently level …  These properties also must be consistent over the full length of the coil, 
{that} … can be over 500 to 600 feet, so it is crucial to have a consistently high-quality 
producer.”2  Because of the exacting specifications, it is a difficult type of steel to produce.  This 
is evidenced by the fact that no domestic steel producers have been successful in manufacturing 
a steel product that meets the high-quality and exacting specification necessary for band saw 

                                                 

1  See USTR Request Letter to USITC, June 22, 2001, Annex. 
2  See Affidavit of Mr. James Ruthven, Vice President of Pacific Hoe Saw & Knife Co. (Attachment D). 
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manufacturing.  Mr. Ruthven explains that, “In my memory, there have been no recent attempts 
by the U.S. industry to make this type of cold-rolled steel.”3   

Another band saw manufacturer, Paul Russo, of International Knife & Saw Inc., 
asserted that he is relegated to sourcing “cold-rolled steel for band saws from Sweden and Japan 
because we have not been able to certify a domestic supplier for this steel.”4  [             5            ]  
Ken Myer of Simonds Industries explained that they tried to certify Nedwick Steel.  However, 
the steel failed to meet Simond’s specifications.  Nedwick Steel agreed that its steel was not 
sufficient and refunded Simonds Industries for the cost of the steel.6  Simonds Industries is eager 
to certify Nedwick Steel, and has informed them that they are willing to do another trial when 
Nedwick’s steel is ready.  As of yet, Nedwick Steel has not been able to produce band saw steel 
to meet the band saw manufacturers’ specifications. 

Other band saw manufacturers like Fred Pickard, President of Oleson Saw 
Technology, have stated that “{w}e would love to buy this steel from the U.S. domestic steel 
producers...  Having a domestic supplier would allow us to keep a consistent and predictable 
inventory available for our manufacturing.  However, U.S. steel companies have decided not to 
produce this product.”7  Ken Myer, of Simonds Industries would like to purchase this band saw 
steel domestically because Nedwick Steel’s material is priced cheaper than the imported steel.  
However, neither Nedwick nor any other domestic mill is able to manufacture band saw steel 
that meets their specifications.  As evidenced by the repeated attempts to certify a domestic 
supplier, band saw manufacturers would be purchasing domestic steel if it was available. 

This steel is very difficult to produce.  As Mr. Ken Myer of Simonds Industries 
explains: 

{t}his is a high-carbon steel that is heat-treated, tempered, and 
polished.  It has to be able to bend and withstand a tremendous 
amount of pressure.  The saw is bent around two wheels.  These 
wheels stretch the blade and apply from 10,000 to 20,000 pounds 
per square inch of pressure.  We require a very specific chemistry 
to prevent this blade from breaking and not only stopping 
production in the mill but also potentially injuring the workers.8   

Along with International Knife & Saw, Pacific Hoe, Saw & Knife and Oleson Saw Technology, 
Simonds Industries has also been unable to source product from a domestic supplier that meets 
the strict quality and tension specifications necessary for the production of band saws. 
                                                 

3  Id. 
4  See Affidavit of Mr. Paul Russo, Director of Supply Chain Management, International Knife & Saw Inc. 
(Attachment D). 
5  [               ]  
6  See Affidavit of Ken Myer, Vice-President of Procurement of Simonds Industries (Attachment D). 
7  See Affidavit of Mr. Fred Pickard, President of Oleson Saw Technology (Attachment D). 
8  See Affidavit of Mr. Ken Myer, Simonds Industries (Attachment D). 
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  Furthermore, imported band saw steel is typically more expensive than U.S. cold-
rolled steel.  As shown in Attachment B, the unit price for band saw steel from Japan ranged 
from [        ] to [        ] during the period of investigation.  Compare these prices to pricing data 
collected by the Commission for selected pricing products, which are intended to be 
representative of U.S. prices of cold-rolled steel products in general.9  This attachment 
demonstrates the significant overselling of this specialty product imported from Japan.  Imports 
of high-priced specialized products have no detrimental effect on the domestic industry and 
warrant exclusion from any 201 remedy. 

The availability issue is further compounded by the impact that Canadian imports 
of band saws have had on the U.S. band saw industry.  Even before the economic slow-down in 
the United States, Canadian band saw manufacturers were continuously driving down prices of 
band saws in the United States.10  With the American dollar increasing in value relative to the 
Canadian dollar, Canadian imports are even cheaper and Canadian manufacturers of band saws 
are able to undercut U.S. manufacturers to an even greater degree.  If increased duties were 
applied to band saw steel then it would effectively drive these band saw manufacturers out of 
business.  These sentiments are expressed among all of the U.S. band saw producers.  They want 
to keep their business in the United States and not move them to cheaper locations, such as 
Mexico.  Simonds Industries explained their situation: 

Foreign competition in our own product markets is already killing 
our industry here in the U.S.  If costs continue to increase for us, 
we would need to consider seriously moving manufacturing to 
areas of the world more conducive to manufacturing.11 

The Commission should take this factor into account in order to craft a remedy that does more 
good than harm to the U.S. producers and consumers of steel. 

U.S. manufacturers of band saws can only source this steel from foreign 
countries, such as Japan.  Even if Nedwick Steel were able to produce band saw steel that would 
meet its purchasers’ specifications, it would not be able to meet domestic demand.  Also, it is 
unreasonable to expect these band saw manufacturers to rely on one monopolistic domestic 
producer.  Including this specialized product would not help the domestic steel industry, because 
they do not manufacture the product.  Restricting the product will only harm domestic consumers 
who are forced to rely on foreign sources for the cold-rolled band saw steel.  The USTR should 
avoid any such adverse consequences and recommend that band saw steel be excluded from any 
potential safeguards remedy. 

                                                 

9  See ITC’s Staff Report at Tables FLAT-70, FLAT-71 (public version). 
10  See Affidavit of Mr. James Ruthven, Vice-President of Pacific Hoe Saw & Knife Co. (Attachment D). 
11  See letter from David Witman, general counsel to Simonds Industries (Attachment E). 
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                                                                                                                       Attachment A 

Foreign Producers 

 

(1) Kawasaki Steel Corporation 

• Address: Hibiya Kokusai Bldg., 2-3, Uchisaiwai-cho 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku,                
Tokyo 100-0011, Japan 

• Phone: 011-81-3-3597-4019 

• Fax: 011-81-3-3597-3749 

(2) Daido Steel Co., Ltd. 

• Address: 7-13, 1-chome, Nishi-shinbashi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-5403, Japan 

• Phone: 011-81-3-3501-8660 

• Fax: 011-81-3-380-7864 

 

Domestic Producers 

• No Known Domestic Producers (Note: Nedwick Steel is attempting to make band 
saw steel but has failed to be certified by multiple purchasers.) 



Public Version

COLD-ROLLED

Attachment B

Band Saw Steel

Quantity Projections
Company 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 YTD 2000 YTD 2001 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

[ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ]

Value * Projections
Company 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 YTD 2000 YTD 2001 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

[ 1,570,578 2,333,858 3,243,660 2,743,126 2,343,223 1,226,867 791,656 2,343,223 2,343,223 2,536,136 2,536,136 2,343,223
Total 1,570,578 2,333,858 3,243,660 2,743,126 2,343,223 1,226,867 791,656 2,343,223 2,343,223 2,536,136 2,536,136 2,343,223 ]

[Unit Price 3,116 3,039 3,009 2,788 2,959 2,963 2,771 ]

U.S. Production 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Imports from Other 
Countries unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown
Total U.S. 
Consumption unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown

January - June

January - June

Public Version143792.1
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                                                                                                                       Attachment C 

 

Known Substitutable Products: None 

 

U.S. Production: None 

 

U.S. Producers: None 

 




















